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PRICE: 50p where sold   
MARCH 2026 

 

ww w.barfordnews.co.uk   

 

 

  

Spring is Springing 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

“The Quest for the Holy Grail” and “Auction of Promises” 

 

See Pages 2 & 3 for more information about these  future 

Church Fundraising Events 
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                                 “The Quest for the Holy Grail” 

                                  Talk by Dr Guy Perry, Keble College, Oxford 

                                        Saturday May 9th 2026  

at 6.00pm at Barford St Michael Church 

                                        Please join Guy for his talk in aid of the Church 

Restoration Fund 

                                      Tickets £15.00 from Mariann email: 

bsmevent@btinternet.com  

                                     including a glass of wine, crisps and hot sausages! 

 

Where did the idea of the Holy Grail come from, and is there anything which can 

be said about it with a reasonable degree of certainty? This talk will offer a 

whistlestop tour through religion, myths and culture over the course of eight 

centuries. It will take us from the earliest accounts of the Grail to the way in 

which the concept has been reinvented by the likes of Monty Python, Indiana 

Jones and Dan Brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                

 

Barford St John & St Michael Parish Council 

 

Chairman:             Sandi Turner     07919 577486  CLERK: 

Hannah snell 

Vice Chairman:  Rodney Hobbs   07931 584184 2 summer ley  

Councillors:      Chris Charman   07796 544363 barford st Michael 

         Ray Cox       01869 337736 ox15 0rg 

                      Tom Lovell      07760 162593 07887 767648 

                      john o'brien          07711 032137 clerk@barfords-pc.gov.uk 

                                    Dawn Tucker   07808 890495 

 

Parish Council meetings are held every 2 months in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the month 
at 7.30pm, starting with January's meeting. This is an opportunity for villagers to bring questions or 

concerns in person to the Councillors. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Parish Council Agenda and Minutes at www.barfords-pc.gov.uk/           
 Allotment queries, please contact Chris Charman, as above. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bsmevent@btinternet.com
https://barfords-pc.gov.uk/
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PROMISES HAVE STARTED  

 

TO COME IN ALREADY INCLUDING… 

ONE NIGHT IN A SHEPHERD’S HUT, A CELEBRATION CAKE, A WILD SAUNA FOR SIX 

PEOPLE, A COUNTRYSIDE RIDE IN AN AC COBRA, ORIGINAL ARTWORKS, ‘BEHIND THE 

SCENES AT CHRISTIES’ TOUR, A CLASSIC BOX OF ENGLISH BEEF, A BOTTLE OF HOUSE 

OF COMMONS MALT WHISKY SIGNED BY THE SPEAKER, 2 TICKETS FOR CHIPPING 

CAMPDEN MUSIC FESTIVAL, SUMMER CREAM TEA FOR 4 PEOPLE, 2-COURSE MEAL FOR 

10 PEOPLE, 2 HOURS OF SPECIALIST GARDENING, A HOME-BASED 90 MINS. COOKERY 

COURSE FOR 4, A WEEK IN A HIGHLAND COTTAGE, A PRIVATE TOUR OF HOOK NORTON 

BREWERY FOR 8 PEOPLE INCLUDING LUNCH, AN ‘UNUSUAL LEGAL TOUR OF 

LONDON’….…....AND MANY MORE. 

 

THERE WILL BE FOOD AND A PAY BAR....WITH A FREE DRINK FOR EACH BIDDER. 

BRING FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

7.30 pm 

IN APRIL BARFORD NEWS WE WILL HAVE A FULL LIST OF LOTS, INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

BIDDING AND A QR CODE TO VIEW EVERYTHING. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU PROMISE? IF YOU CAN MAKE A PROMISE OR A DONATION, PLEASE 

CONTACT US AS SOON AS POSSIBLE – 

murraychris47@btinternet.com OR mariann.young@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

mailto:murraychris47@btinternet.com
mailto:mariann.young@btinternet.com
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BARFORD ENVIRONMENT NETWORK - We are part of the Four Villages 

Sustainability Network, which links Deddington, Duns Tew, Bloxham and the Barfords 
(and now other villages too) to promote ways of greener living.  
 

The Big Plastic Count runs from 9th – 15th March – support it as an individual or household, or as a 
school or workplace. We all try to recycle, but more important is to buy and use less plastic. Since 2022, 
The Big Plastic Count has found that just a fraction of our plastic ends up being recycled. Most is burned in 
incinerators, and the rest shipped overseas or sent to landfill. In fact the likelihood of our ‘recycled’ plastic being 
burned has grown – by 2024, the figure was 58% of household plastic (an increase from 46%). We can avoid 
contributing to that by buying loose produce wherever possible, by monitoring our own plastic purchases and by 
urging the government to do better. Find out more and sign up at www.thebigplasticcount.com. 

 

 

The next People, Planet, Pint meet-up is at The Unicorn, Deddington, on Thursday 12th March, 

followed by ours at The George on 9th April. These meetings are now themed, and we’re planning to 

show a TED talk at ours (a 15 minute film) followed by discussion. The first 10 to sign up at 

https://small99.co.uk/people-planet-pint-meetup/ can claim their first drink free.  

 

To sign up for our monthly newsletter and/or the Four Villages WhatsApp group, please email 

L.newbery@btinternet.com. 

 

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH 
10.00 – 12.00 IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

~  ~  ~ 

Kan’s Kitchen, Thai Cuisine Takeaway curries 
Artisan breads from Cotswold Bakery 

Hoping our New Producer will join us again!! Hygge Chocolatiers!! 
 Bespoke handmade chocolates crafted with love 

 

Plus an excellent range of local producers selling 

savouries, cakes,  preserves.   

Hand knitted woollies  -  Locally grown plants in season 
 

 ……and for the birds we have seeds, mealworms, sunflower hearts, fat balls 

bacon /bacon & egg/breakfast butties at bargain prices!! 

 TEA AND COFFEE SERVED ALL MORNING  

https://small99.co.uk/people-planet-pint-meetup/
mailto:L.newbery@btinternet.com
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NEW ADVERTISERS 

FIND THEM IN THE BACK 

PAGES FROM APRIL 

 

ANOTHER ROAD CLOSURE IN 

DEDDINGTON There will be a temporary 

road closure for Thames Water to carry out water 

mains replacement from 9 March–20 April. Hudson 

Street at its junction with High Street/New Street 

will be closed and there will be two-way traffic 

lights on the A4260 and traffic from the Grove will 

need to filter in. 

1ST DEDDINGTON GUIDES 
 
Our new year began with some fun 
and games and fudge! 
 

We also started to plan our Patrol Projects. 
The Phoenix patrol are organising a fashion show, 
the Panda patrol a tea party and the Young Leaders 
a pamper evening. 
 
We are also making decisions about our next badge 
work and have a wide variety of activities planned 
for the rest of the term. 
 
All girls 10 or over are very welcome, just come 
along for the evening and see what we’re all about. 

 
Maggie Rampley 07957 600755 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Interior and Exterior 

• Reliable & Professional 

• Fully Insured 

• References available 

• Free Quotes and Advice 

Call or email Nick 
07717 155 771 

nhdecorating@yahoo.com 
 

 
ANNUAL MEETING 

AND 
BRING & SHARE SUPPER 

 
Please come  along to enjoy 

shared food and make your choice 

of our president for the coming year. 

Wednesday, 11th March 
7.30pm in the Village Hall 

All visitors very welcome (£7) 

for more information  

please contact Christine 338659 

barfordwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nhdecorating@yahoo.com
mailto:barfordwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON AT THE GEORGE INN?  

FIRST MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH - Village night, 18:30 start  
THIRD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH - Quiz Night, 19:00 start  

 

March is shaping up to be a fantastic month at The 

George! We kick things off with Village Night on 

the 2nd, always a great evening with friends and 

neighbours. Please make sure you are pre-booking 

and pre-ordering, as we may not be able to cater 

on the day! From 10th - 13th March we’ll be 

hosting all the excitement of the Cheltenham 

Races, be sure to check on social media or on the 

boards in the pub for more information. Then we 

round off the celebrations with Mother’s Day, 

offering three booking times at 12:00, 14:00 and 

16:00. Please be sure to book in advance to avoid 

disappointment! As always, remember to support 

your local pub... if you want it, use it! 

 

   

For more information on any of 
the events or to book a table, 

please get in touch with Bianca 
at gm@thegeorgebarford.co.uk  

or  
01869 338160 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gm@thegeorgebarford.co.uk
tel:01869338160
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Lent - What is it all about?  Lent is the time in the 

church calendar when we remember the time that Jesus spent in the 
desert and the temptations he faced. He used it as an opportunity to 
reflect on the path ahead of him as we know in the story of Easter 

Week.  Many people use it as a time to give up food luxuries, things that might be considered unnecessary, often 
linked to wanting to lead a healthier lifestyle. 
 
In recent times, many have seen it as an opportunity to do more, rather than cut things out. This might be taking 
on a new exercise regime, reading more or perhaps giving of your time to others. This can be seen in such things 
as 40 Acts of Kindness for Lent. These things don’t have to be huge but simply make a difference to others or 
perhaps ourselves. 
 
For Christians it is a time to deepen our faith, our relationship with God - to prepare for the celebration of Easter 
Sunday, think about Spiritual growth. This may be through life giving habits such as which could be thought about 
in different ways such as: 
 
Slowing down -  making space for a time of quiet or stillness. 
Reading scripture from the Bible or focussing on words of reflection and comfort in times of need. 
Confession- a time to not feel shame but be free to tell the truth about our actions knowing that we can be 
forgiven. 
Thankfulness- a chance to give thanks for the world around us. To give thanks for our families and friends and 
homes. 
 
Hope-something that sustains us. It allows us to see the good in bad situations, the positive in others, when they 
may have chosen to do the wrong thing.  However you mark the time of Lent, let it be for all of us a chance to 
stop, reflect and be thankful for all that we have and for our wonderful village community of Barford St Michael 
and St John. 
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READING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Camomile Lawn by Mary Wesley: Published in 1984, this is Wesley's second novel. That a 71-year-old 
should achieve such marked success with her second book is the stuff of publishing legend. Despite being 

promoted as a popular read, The Camomile Lawn carries the burden of lived experience 
recreated with skill and accessibility. The characters are distinct, memorable and personable and 
either survive their WW2 experiences or succumb to them in the random manner of life in the 
services with the country at war. 
 
Wesley adds an additional present dimension to her narrative by drawing the aged survivors 
together at the funeral of Max, the Jewish violinist. They now share a common past along with 
their readers. Trevor Arrowsmith  

 
The Last Englishman: the Life of J. L. Carr by Byron Rogers: this exuberant, admiring biography is 
a splendid tribute to an extraordinary individual, for whom the word “idiosyncratic” is scarcely 
adequate. J. L. Carr was variously an inspirational headmaster, a printer and publisher of 
beautiful hand-drawn maps and tiny books, a tenacious and heroic would-be rescuer of 
neglected mediaeval churches, and one of the finest novelists of the twentieth century. His 
candle-lit, horse-drawn, Chapel-going childhood, through which the language of the Old 
Testament thundered, shaped his personality and imbued all his work, especially his 

masterpiece, A Month in the Country. Its genesis was his sorrow and fury at the wanton desecration of the 
churches he battled to protect, these monuments to our ancestors’ faith and craftsmanship. The last 
Englishman? Well, the England which formed him, and he loved, was in Carr’s own words “Another country, 
another age”. Jenny Greeves 
 
Reviews are compiled by Linda Newbery. For a book recommendation every Monday, all by writers or 
independent booksellers, follow Writers Review: www.reviewsbywriters.blogspot.com 
 

 

1st DEDDINGTON SCOUT GROUP 
Cubs 
The Cubs have had a fantastic start to the new year! They’ve enjoyed learning 
about Burns Night, taking part in Scottish-themed games, and deciphering 
traditional phrases. They also created their own shadow puppets and performed 

plays for the rest of the pack, which were hugely entertaining.  
 
This week, we held a paper plane derby, where the Cubs designed and tested their planes for speed, skill, 
and precision.     Tina Deacon deddingtoncubs@gmail.com  
 
Scouts 
Start the new year off with a bang, or rather a splat by designing & building an outer covering to protect an 
egg from a heady drop from a window. We used hard boiled eggs for the project, not as much fun as raw 
ones but a lot easier to clean up. 
 
Then on to a topic much appreciated by boys & teenagers – sleep. We looked at the sleep cycle, things to 
avoid for a good kip & made Worry Dolls which are designed to take away your problems as you sleep! 
We took two teams ( 8 Scouts ) to the District Swimming Gala for the first time in years. What a success, 
not only did they win an individual race & one of the relays plus two seconds & a third, but we managed to 
end up as joint overall winners. So proud of them all.    Pete Churchyard deddingtonscouts@gmail.com 
 
 

http://www.reviewsbywriters.blogspot.com/
mailto:deddingtoncubs@gmail.com
mailto:deddingtonscouts@gmail.com
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DEDDINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

At Deddington Church of England Primary School, our vision—“Inspire, Believe, Achieve… let 

your light shine”—is at the heart of everything we do. We believe every child carries their own 

unique light: their strengths, their character, and their potential. Our role is to nurture, 

encourage and celebrate this.  Rooted in the words from Matthew 5:14 & 16, “You are the light of the world… 

let your light shine before others,” this message reminds our children to recognise their value and to use their 

gifts to make a positive difference within our school and wider community. 

To mark Children’s Mental Health Week, one of our Year 5 pupils created a poem at home: 

 

This is my place, wild and free and I belong here. 

This is my place where my imagination grows. 

This is my place where I believe in anyone. 

This is my place where everyone is included in our school community! 

 

We are also delighted to be working in partnership with Oxfordshire County Council on their Green 

Infrastructure in Schools Pilot Study. This initiative uses nature-based solutions to create healthier 

learning environments by reducing exposure to air pollution, minimising road traffic noise, and increasing 

biodiversity across our outdoor spaces. Some of you may have spotted the yellow wire cage surrounding the 

air-quality sensor on Banbury Road—phase one has begun with the collection of data both outside the 

school and within the school grounds.   

 

Over half term, new planters will be installed in the car park area next to the astro-turf. In April, children will 

help plant them up, supported by staff, parents and the County Council. Although the plants will start small, 

they will soon grow to provide additional shade on the astro-turf and enrich biodiversity with a variety of 

species that support wildlife and pollinators. Year 5 pupils will also take part in an Air Quality Workshop 

during April. 

 

Pupils, staff and governors at Deddington Church of England Primary School send our very best wishes to 

everyone in our local community. 

Clive Evans, Headteacher 

 

In November 2024, Oxfordshire became a Marmot County, joining a national 
programme led by the UCL Institute of Health Equity. A Marmot Place is an area 
that commits to reducing health inequalities by focusing on the wider 

determinants of health—income, employment, access to services, transport, housing, and social connection. 
  
Oxfordshire and Cherwells Marmot priorities are:  
• Giving every child the best start in life 
• Creating fair employment and good work for all 
• Ensuring a healthy standard of living for everyone 

  
To support this, the county and Cherwell is focusing on rural areas where health inequalities may be more 
pronounced due to issues such as limited access to services and social isolation. 
  
2. What does it mean for residents in Cherwell District?  
Four Cherwell communities  Deddington, Cropredy, Heyford, and Yarnton have been selected for targeted 
engagement due to public health data highlighting health inequalities . Residents will have the opportunity to share 
their views through:  
• An online and paper survey, open until 1 April 2026 link below 
• Local focus groups in each community 
• Conversations with partners, community groups, and service providers 
  
Survey link:  https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/rurallivingpublic/ 
  

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/rurallivingpublic/
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Articles 10 & 11 out of 12 - Jan Liberadzki continues to walk us through a series of articles 
around planning, renovating, acquiring land etc.  See Page 21 for contact details. 
 

10. Home of Your Own 1- Renovating  
 
With UK property prices being unaffordable for many people seeking to buy a home, one option is 
to consider an old property that needs renovating. These can be substantially cheaper than new 
build properties, and you have the potential to offer greater flexibility to tailor the layout, 
performance, and character to individual needs, providing long-term satisfaction over short-term 
inconvenience rather than buying a new build.  
 
Renovating an old property can improve energy efficiency and significantly increase its value. Two 
and three-bedroom houses are the most common renovation projects. However, careful 
consideration of the factors that can significantly impact the project's success, timeline, and budget 
is needed, and understanding these issues before beginning work can help avoid potential costly 
mistakes and legal complications. 
 
When looking at potential properties, look for subsidence cracks, roof deterioration, and damp 
issues. Renovating without understanding the building’s structural condition can lead to unsafe 
results and escalated costs. A structural survey is highly recommended, especially for older 
homes. Surveyors can also identify materials such as asbestos, which is common in properties 
built between the 1950s and 1990s. Asbestos removal can add time and cost and must be 
undertaken by licensed professionals. Victorian and Edwardian properties often have solid walls 
that require different treatment than modern cavity walls, particularly regarding insulation and 
damp-proofing. For terraced or semi-detached properties, work affecting shared walls requires 
serving notice on adjoining owners under the Party Wall Act. This legal requirement prevents 
disputes and protects all parties' interests. 
 
When you have found a potential property and had the structural survey done, you then need to 
check whether your renovation ideas require planning permission. While many internal alterations 
fall under Permitted Development rights, extensions, loft conversions, significant structural 
changes, and alterations to listed buildings or properties in conservation areas often require formal 
approval. You should also check whether the property is covered by an Article 4 Direction which 
has removed PD rights for the property. Before buying, submit a Pre-Application Enquiry to the 
local authority Planning Department to find out whether the work you intend to do qualifies as PD 
or will require a planning application. Building Regulations approval is a separate requirement and 
applies to structural changes, electrical work, plumbing, insulation, and fire safety. Compliance 
ensures the home is safe and energy-efficient, and you will need completion certificates when 
selling the property.  
 
With an encouraging structural survey and Pre-App response, you can then create a detailed 
budget that includes labour, materials, professional fees, planning costs, and a contingency fund, 
typically 10–20% of the total cost. Some works, including refurbishments of long-empty properties, 
are zero-rated for VAT, so is essential to understand which VAT category applies to your project. 
You should also consider upgrading energy efficiency. Replacing single glazing with double or 
triple glazing, improving insulation, installing heat pumps or upgrading boilers can significantly 
reduce energy bills. Some upgrades—like external wall insulation—may require planning consent 
depending on the area. Energy Performance Certificate requirements mean that improved 
efficiency can add value to your property. Heat pumps, solar panels, and improved ventilation 
systems may qualify for grants or incentives, although installation costs should be weighed against 
long-term savings. 
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Finally, consider the ceiling price of your area: the maximum value buyers are typically willing to 
pay for homes in that neighbourhood. Spending more on renovations than you can recoup on 
resale (overcapitalisation) is a common issue, but not so much if you plan to live there long term. 
Research comparable properties and focus your investment on extensions, loft conversions, 
energy efficiency, and general modernisation, which tend to yield the highest returns. 
 
 

11. Acquiring Land and Building a Home of Your Own 
 
Building a new home on purchased land gives you full control over design, layout, and energy 
performance, and can be both rewarding and financially advantageous. Success depends on 
thorough planning, realistic budgeting, and professional support, and understanding these issues 
before committing to a plot helps reduce the risk of delays, unforeseen costs, or planning 
complications. 
 
Land for self-build can be found through several routes. Plot-finding websites such as Grand 
Designs’ land finder or Plotfinder.net list available plots, showing price, availability, and relevant 
estate agents. Registering with agents in your target area and giving them your budget increases 
the chances of early notification. Brownfield sites - previously developed land once occupied by 
permanent structures - are often viewed favourably by councils, and may already have services. 
Demolish and replace projects involve constructing a new home on a site with an existing building. 
Infill plots between existing buildings are sometimes permitted within settlement boundaries, 
though harder to secure in Conservation Areas. Back gardens in built-up areas and landowners 
willing to release land for sale are further possibilities. 
 
Before purchasing, commission a full land survey covering boundaries, topography, and soil 
conditions. Soil type directly affects foundation design and cost. A flood-risk assessment is 
essential if the land lies in an Environment Agency flood zone, as this influences both planning 
approval and insurance premiums. Environmental considerations—protected species, trees with 
preservation orders, contamination, or archaeological significance—can restrict or prevent 
development and may require statutory assessments. Location, surrounding infrastructure, access, 
and market conditions all influence long-term value. Establish whether the land carries appropriate 
planning status. Greenfield land may face stricter planning controls, while brownfield land may 
benefit from presumption in favour of development but could involve contamination or demolition 
costs. A more recent route is custom build or serviced plots, such as Graven Hill in Bicester, where 
sites come with utilities, highway access, and at least outline planning consent, reducing early-
stage risk though there may be design-control limitations. 
 
Title investigation is essential. Your solicitor must confirm the seller has good title and identify 
restrictive covenants, rights of way, easements, ransom strips, or third-party rights that could limit 
residential use. Agricultural land often carries restrictions affecting planning. The plot must have 
safe, lawful vehicular access to the public highway, either by ownership or a registered right of 
way. Utility connections must be available or viable to install, and extending services to remote 
plots can be costly, so these factors should be built into early budgeting. 
 
Building a new home involves costs for land, professional fees, surveys, planning, demolition or 
remediation, materials, labour, utilities, and landscaping. A 10–20% contingency is essential to 
cover unexpected ground issues or delays. Self-build mortgages differ from standard loans, 
releasing funds in stages as construction progresses. Lenders typically finance 75–85% of land 
and build costs, requiring substantial upfront capital. Most materials and services for new 
residential construction qualify for zero-rated VAT, which can be reclaimed, helping reduce overall 
expenses while ensuring compliance with tax regulations. 
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New homes require structural warranties—typically NHBC or similar—for mortgage purposes and 
future resale. Construction insurance, public liability cover, and employer’s liability where 
contractors are hired provide protection during the build. The self-build process typically takes 12–
24 months from land purchase to completion and requires time, resilience, and financial 
commitment, but creating a home tailored to your needs is often deeply fulfilling experience as well 
as being financially rewarding. 

Jan Liberadzki  BA Arch (Hons), MSc   
JLDA 

…………………………………………………..…….……………………………………………… 
 

CALLING ALL UNDER 10’S.  COMPLETE AND RETURN TO LUCY AT THE OLD 

CHAPEL BY SATURDAY 28TH MARCH FOR A CHANCE TO WIN AN EASTER TREAT 

 

NAME: …………………………….….. AGE: ………..... ADDRESS: …………………………………. 
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BARFORD GREEN GARDEN CLUB  

Notes from our Potting Shed – March 2026 

 

Spring, summer, autumn, winter, 
Every year the same – 

Round and round the seasons go 
Like a party game. 

Spin the leaves from green to brown 
Spin them onto gold, 

Turn the weather up to hot 
Turn it down to cold. 

Chase the clouds across the sky 
Paint a yellow sun, 

Then the rain comes tumbling down 
Spoiling all our fun. 

Spring, summer, autumn, winter 
Every year the same – 

Round and round the seasons go 
Like a party game. 

Steve Turner 
 

Well, the question is - will the constant rain we 
experienced in the first half of February improve 
our plants, ruin them or make no difference at all!  
We suspect it will be the latter as each year we 
marvel at the ability of so many flowers, seeds 
and shrubs to bloom beautifully despite a variety 
of adverse weather conditions.  Already we have 
camelias in bud ready to burst forth with colour, 
daffodils, some in bloom and some ready to 
bloom, many colourful crocuses and some 
beautiful hellebores. 
 
Well, with Spring almost upon us and the daffodils 

emerging, it’s at this time of year that we think 

fondly of Mick Cook, a popular Barfordian, sadly 

no longer with us, who planted many hundreds, 

possibly thousands of daffodils on the approaches 

to Barford St John and St Michael. For those new 

to the village, you may be 

interested to know that Mick lived 

in Summer Ley for many years and 

was a lovely, cheerful character.  

Each year Mick’s daffodils provide 

a spectacular display to gladden 

our hearts.  Thank you, Mick.  

We are busy planning our 2026 calendar of 
events, the first being our Annual General 
Meeting. 
 
Annual General Meeting, Mon 9 March 
This will be held in the village hall, commencing 
7pm.  We would love to see as many of you as 
possible.  

It’s your chance to catch up on what we achieved 
last year, see our costs and help plan what we will 
deliver during 2026.  Tea and cake will be served. 

You’ll be able to pick up your membership card if 
you’ve paid the annual fee of £10.00.  You can 
pay this on-line (really helpful to us for our book-
work) or you’re welcome to bring cash along to 
the AGM.  Sorry we cannot take cheques.  Our 
bank details are:  Santander Bank, A/C No: 
86893286, Sort code: 09-01-54.   Please 
remember to add your name into the reference 
line. 
During this year, we hope to bring you at least 
one speaker, various trips and our annual popular 
plant swap.   More details next month. 
 
Here are some jobs for March: 

• Prune climbing and bush roses. 

• Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes. 

• Plant summer flowering bulbs. 

• Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials.  
Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed). 

• Cut back Cornus (dogwood) and Salix (willow) 
– grown for colourful winter stems. 

• Hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under 
control.  

• = 
Happy March gardening – we hope you can get 
outside despite the constant rain (this article is 
written in mid February). 
 
If you’d like to join our Club, please contact the 
Secretary, Sue Lane at:  
sueandles45@hotmail.com 

                                              
 
Spade & Fork 
 
 

 
                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

200+ CLUB DRAW - FEBRUARY 

£25 016 Philip Brodey 

£15 051 Jane Gannon 

£10 130 Tony Bastable 

£5 073 Tucker Family 

The draws took place at Thursday  
Coffee in the Hall 

https://ravenscourtgardens.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/img_6976.jpg
https://ravenscourtgardens.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/img_6976.jpg


 

14 | P a g e  
 

RAF Croughton Event 
 
Sandi Turner (Parish Council Chair) and Hannah Snell (Clerk to the 
Parish Council) were invited to attend a Community Information 
Event at RAF Croughton on Thursday 29th January. Although Barford 
St John and St Michael isn’t the most local Parish Council to the air 
base, our proximity to RAF Barford St John made it a particularly 
interesting event to attend. 
 
Once they had made it onto the base, which is still known as “RAF” 
Croughton despite being rented by the United States Air Force, they 
were greeted by Squadron Leader Sheeran, and attended two 
Mission Briefs. The first, on the 501st Combat Support Wing 
(Pathfinders) currently stationed at the base, was delivered by 
Colonel Jewell. He gave a summary of the history of the combat 
support wing, and RAF Croughton’s central role as a listening base 
for 800+ global communication circuits coming through the base 
from Africa, the Middle East, North America and Europe. It is one of 
6 transatlantic communications networks. He placed particular 
emphasis on how the airmen are encouraged to travel within the 

UK and Europe during their time at the base, as well as to immerse themselves in the community, understand 
British culture and take part in local volunteering projects. Their aim is that they leave a better version of 
themselves, to conduct themselves appropriately locally, and to leave behind something of benefit to the 
community. 
 
The second Mission Brief was from Colonel Diaz and covered the role of the 422d Security Forces Squadron, and 
the Military of Defence Police (MDP). The former’s jurisdiction is restricted to any incidents on the base, whilst 
the MDP has 2,800 armed officers across the country. Their patrol area includes RAF Croughton and RAF Barford 
St John. So if you see a silver police pick-up truck parked up on the airbase at some point, it could well be the 
MDP on patrol! 
 
After tea and biscuits, there was a particularly interesting talk on the History of the Base and the RAF Fighter 
Pens, delivered by Banbury’s Kevin Bartolf. In 1938 the base was known as RAF Brackley and covered 694 acres 
for flight and operational training only. He described some of the planes and bombers that were stationed at 
the base, including Wellington bombers (which could handle the grass runways at the airbase) and the Handley 
Page Heyford Bomber – a single bomb carrier that was part of the 1939 frontline assault. Other planes also 
included the DC3 Dakota, which towed the huge Horsa gliders used in Operation Market Garden (1944). In 1940 
both this base and RAF Barford St John had Wellington bombers stationed at them. During the 1940s Croughton 
became an emergency airfield to assist damaged aircraft and, as it was lit up 24/7 to assist landings, was 
bombed several times. Pilot training continued until 1946. The base was rented to the US Airforce in 1950 for its 
useful hilltop location as a communications base. There are about 300 personnel on the base at the moment, 
with 2-3 stationed at RAF Barford St John. RAF Croughton is used for receiving communications, whilst Barford 
St John is used for transmitting, as these two functions need to be 10 miles apart so that they don’t interfere 
with each other. 
 
Of particular note at the base are 3 Type C fighter pens. These are apparently the best-preserved in the UK (and 
the only 3 surviving fighter pens of the original 15 at the base). After the talk the group was taken out to view 
the pens – see the included photos. As well as the open space at the front of pens for the fighter planes, there 
was also a very small arched Anderson-style shelter at the back in case of bombing raids. At one point 
apparently 125 people sheltered inside just one! 
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The group was then taken on to meet the fire service personnel that are also stationed at RAF Croughton. They 
showed everyone around their training tower, as well as around the station and its equipment. They use very 
large US Fire Engines, and have had to adapt the equipment for UK systems. They are also emergency 
responders for any incidents in the local area, not just on the air base. 
Although the exact details of “The Mission” and “The Enemy” remained unspecified, Sandi and Hannah were 
made very welcome during their time at the base, and particularly enjoyed learning about its role during World 
War II. 
 
If anyone is looking to fly a drone in the area, please note that there is a 2-5km air restriction around all active 
airfields, with fines and possible prison sentences for offenders. Please contact the Parish Clerk 
(clerk.barfordspc@gmail.com) for a permission form if this might relate to something you are planning! 
 
 

 

Wildlife Friendly Gardening Jobs for March 
 
There are plenty of jobs to be getting on with in your own patch. While it may be the month of the ‘Big Spring 
Clean’, when it comes to our gardens at this time of year, less is often more. Resist the urge to tidy (leave that 
energy for the litter pick!) and instead sit back and let nature run its course. 
 

1. Leave some areas undisturbed - Sometimes what really matters is what you don’t do. Leave dead leaves, 
log piles, and dead flowers where they are. These provide vital shelter and resources for hedgehogs, 
insects, and small mammals, and are crucial habitats as wildlife becomes active in early spring. 

 
2. Feed the birds  - Providing food for birds is a great help, but make sure all bird feeders are cleaned 

weekly to prevent the spread of disease. If you won’t have the time or energy to thoroughly clean 
feeders weekly using disinfectant, then it’s better to grow native plants with berries and seeds, such 
as Elder trees, Hawthorn, and fruit trees, all of which provide natural bird feed.   If you think you have 
spotted a diseased or injured bird in your garden (obvious wounds or bleeding, swellings or crusty 
growths on the skin, heavy breathing), do not touch them or pick them up. Instead, report any sick 
birds you see to Garden Wildlife Health. Dead wild birds should be reported to Defra using the online 
reporting system. 

 
3. Grow food for bees and butterflies - Sow native wildflower seeds in trays or modules now to grow plants 

for your own mini meadow later in the year. 
 
4. Keep an eye out for emerging wildlife - As slumbering 

hedgehogs begin to wake, you can support them by 
providing suitable food (meaty cat food) and water (not 
milk) in shallow dishes. Avoid disturbing wild corners and 
log piles where a hedgehog may be hibernating and create 
gaps under fences to encourage safe movement in and 
out of your garden.  

 
 
Check out the guidance on our website for more details: 
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/helping-nature-
on-your-patch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clerk.barfordspc@gmail.com
https://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org/gwh-database/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/helping-nature-on-your-patch
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/guidance/helping-nature-on-your-patch
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“if only we’d stop trying to 
be happy, we could have a pretty 

good time.” 
 

Edith Wharton,  
quoted in The Independent 

 

 

BAFFLING SHENANIGANS IN HIGH STREET  
Those sneaky craters lying in wait to ambush unsuspecting wheels  While some people call them “car 
swallowers” or “axle assassins”, around here we might just dub them “tarmac trampolines” or “suspension 
saboteurs”. Whether you’ve encountered a “bitumen blackhole” or a “kerbside crater”, one thing’s for sure: a 
good old British pothole is rarely in short supply.  Here is the WHOPPER at the top of The Rock/corner of Horn 
Hill, although it is a mystery how Barbie ended up in Barford, Weston-Super-Mare is miles away..!!! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

STATISTICS OF THE MONTH 

The marriage rate for men aged 20 to 

24 has fallen to 4.1 per 1,000, down 

from 23.1 in 1997.  For women in that 

age group, it has gone down from 43.6 

to 7.1. 

The Times 
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Do you want a good walk in the Country with 

your Dog with no hassle?  Why not try our local 
Secure Dog walking site? 

 
▪ 20 Acres- yes that is 20 football pitches all 

securely fenced! 
▪ Secure Car Parking. 
▪ 2 Freshwater Stations. 
▪ Boot and dog washer. 
▪ Field Shelter from our weather. 
▪ Lots of Dog Agility equipment as well as logs, 

Tyres, podium (good for photos!) and lots of 
smells for your furry friends. 
▪ Last but not least- 3 poo bins around the field so 

you don't need to carry it!  
 
The field is 1,000 meters in circumference so you 

can get your steps in! 
 

If you are from Barford we have a special 
offer but please email me 

on info@fielddaydogfield.com 
All other information and booking on our 

website www.fielddaydogfield.com 
 

 

mailto:info@fielddaydogfield.com
http://www.fielddaydogfield.com/
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BLISTER PACKS RECYCLING 
Don’t forget to drop off your empty 

blisters into the collection bin in the porch 
of the village hall.  These will be taken to 

Superdrug in Banbury  
 

Barfords Village Hall 

Offers the ideal venue for your events.   
A large room for up to 100 people. 

Hi-Speed Broadband, audio/projection equipment 
and loop system 

Well equipped kitchen with cookers, freezer and 
fridge, crockery and cutlery for 80  

** bar area ** 
baby-changing equipment and disabled facilities. 

Bi-fold doors opening to secure garden with 
toddlers play equipment and space for a marquee 

and gazebos 
 

Suitable for parties, meetings, clubs, film shows,  
cuppa mornings, dances, demos, etc. 

 
 

Details of rates from the booking secretary – 

Jess Romain on 01869 338 772 
Any day before 8pm 

 

CATERING FOR WEDDINGS, PARTIES, FUNERALS & 

CORPORATE 

Delicious, local, home cooked food for any 

occasion 

Tel - 01869 337130 

Mob - 07504250123 

www.goodfood-catering.co.uk 

Email: enquiries@goodfood-catering.co.uk 

http://goodfood-catering.co.uk/
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CHIMNEY SWEEPING COMPANY 

NO FUSS ~ ~ NO MESS* 
*NO PROBLEM* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JEM 

 Deddington 01869 337500 
Oxford          01865 772996 
Mobile         07711 443050 

SEAN O’KEEFFE 

FITTED BATHROOM SPECIALIST 
Plumbing and Tiling 

01295 253067/ 07951 060535 
 

     

 

We deliver daily newspapers  

 and magazines to the village. 

Any combination of days per week 

 catered for. 

Ring us on 01295 268499, or e-mail 

info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 



 

 

 

West Bar VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

MAIN HOSPITAL:  BANBURY 

West Bar Veterinary Hospital, 19 West Bar Street 

Monday – Thursday: 8.50-10.50am, 2-3pm, 4-8pm 

Friday: 8.50-10.50am, 2-3pm, 4-7pm 
Experienced team of dedicated Vets and Nurses 

Staff on-site ready to care 24 hours a day 

Accomplished in the latest techniques, including keyhole surgery 

Branches at Adderbury, North Banbury, Woodford Halse & Southam with free and 
easy parking! 
Canine Hydrotherapy Centre at our North Banbury branch 

Accredited with Small Animal Hospital status by the Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons, offering the highest standard of Veterinary care in the UK! 

                            @westbarvets                                         westbarvets.co.uk 
01295 262332 

24h 7d 
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COX’S GARAGE 

servicing 

repairs 

MOTs 

tyres 

batteries 

car valeting 

bulbs, wipers and  

much more 

Call 01869 338940 
email: coxsgarage118@gmail.com 

or find us at 
Walnut Tree Lane 
St Thomas Street 

Deddington  OX15 0SY 

 

 just search for Cox’s Garage 

KM SPECIALIST ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 

NICEIC domestic installer 

 01295 722373  |  www.kmses.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:coxsgarage118@gmail.com
http://www.kmses.co.uk/
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New Street Deddington OX15 0SP 

Award winning restaurant for outstanding food 

and service 

BENGAL SPICE 
RESTAURANT 

Take-Away service available 

FULLY LICENSED 
 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday – Saturday 
5:00pm – 11:00pm 

Sunday & Public Holiday 
5:00pm – 10:00pm 

 01869 337733 / 337799 
email: info@bengalspicededdington.com 

www.begalspicededdington.com 
 
 
 
 
 

DEDDINGTON LIBRARY  338391 
 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday 2.00–7.00pm 

Wednesday 9.30am–1.00pm 
Thursday 1.00–5.00pm 

Saturday 9.30am–1.00pm 
 
 

mailto:info@bengalspicededdington.com
http://www.begalspicededdington.com/
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Volunteer Connect 
Community Transport Scheme 

 

Taking passengers of all ages, to medical 
appointments, social events, shopping trips and visits 

to day centres, clubs, relatives etc. 
The price is 45p per mile to cover the cost of petrol. 

Call us on 0300 3030 125 or email 
transport@volunteerconnect.org.uk 

 
VILLAGE HALL POST OFFICE 

 
Thursdays,  10.30 till 11.30 

Offering Full Postal and Banking  
Services + basic grocery items and  

household supplies.  Call 01869 345229 
to order your dairy, larder and fresh 

meat products for delivery on 
Thursdays.   

Wrightons of Fritwell….. for our full 
range please visit 

www.wrightons.co.uk/grocer 
Enquiries Welcome - 01869 345 229 

 

 

RUBBISH & RECYCLING  

MARCH 
 

5th …….…..…….…  blue, brown & silver 
12th  ..……...…………………  green & silver 
19th ……………..……. blue, brown & silver 
26th ..…………….……………… green & silver 

 
Don’t forget to put your bottles in your 

BLUE bin 
 
 

 
 

BANBURY FOODBANK 
   to help local people in crisis. 

Hunger remains a reality for many. 
Please help by buying items from the list below 
and putting them in the box inside the porch of 

St Michael's church. 
 

Cereals,   Tea/coffee,  Soup,  Tinned vegetables,    
Pasta,  Tinned fruit,  Rice, Biscuits,  Tinned 

tomatoes, Pasta sauce,   Lentils, beans & pulses,  
UHT milk,   Tinned meat, Fruit juices 

 
NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS ONLY, PLEASE 

Many thanks 
 

A FEW USEFUL NUMBERS 
 

HOSPITALS 
Churchill    0300 304 7777 
New Foscote (Private)  01295 252281 
Horton General   0300 304 7777 
John Radcliffe   0300 304 7777 
The Manor, Oxford (private) 01865 307777 
Katharine House Hospice  01295 229940 
NHS Non-Emergency   111 

 
UTILITIES 

Electricity – any supplier 105 
(Emergency/Power Cut 
Ofgem    0207 901 7295 
Thames Water (24 Hour) 0800 316 9800 
 
Oxfordshire County Council 01865 519800 

 

http://www.wrightons.co.uk/grocer
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CHURCH SERVICES 
Church of England 
 
 
Church services for MARCH 
 
1st Coffee and Chat at BSM 
8th Holy Communion at BSJ 
15th Family Service at BSM 
22nd Holy Communion at BSM 
29th Holy Communion at BSJ 
 
 

Weekly Prayers at St Michael’s:- 
Wednesdays 17:15 Evening Prayer, Barford St M 
Thursday 08:15 Morning Prayer at Barford St M 
 
VICAR: Nick Fielden 01869 934794 
Email: vicar@deddingtonchurch.org 
www.facebook.com/deddingtonChuch 
 

Churchwardens contact details :-  

The Barfords 

Sue Addison or Sally Barber both 

at barfordchurches234@gmail.com 

Deddington Both Situations Vacant 

wardens@deddingtonchurch.org 

        
Methodist Chapel  
For details of services contact: 
Mr Robbie Pilkington   01295 811367 
 
Roman Catholic  
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 
26 London Road, Chipping Norton, OX7 5AX 
Phone: 07484 158642 
Parish Priest: Father Clive Dytor 
Fr.clive.dytor@rcaob.org.uk 
Email: holytrinity.chippingnorton@raob.org 
Website: http://holytriniyrc-chippingnorton.com 
On Call:  Rev. Deacon Robert Hughes 
Tel: 01295 720869 | Mobile: 07766 711984 

 
Masses:  
Saturday - 6pm Vigil Mass, Sunday – 11.00am Mass 
Weekdays Normally 9.15am, subject to change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular Weekly/Monthly Events 
 
Mondays Deddington Brass Band Practice 
Tuesdays Guides (Deddington) 
  Carpet Bowls (September-March) 
Wednesdays Parish Council, 1st Wednesday,  

Bi-Mthly   
WI, 2nd Wednesday  

  Boys’ Brigade (Deddington) 
  Beavers, Bloxham Primary School 
Thursdays  Village Hall Post Office 
  Open Cuppa Mornings 
  Cubs (Deddington) 
  Scouts (Deddington) 
Fridays 
Saturdays Village Market, 3rd Saturday  
  (except January and August) 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
VILLAGE AND LOCAL EVENTS DIARY 

Diary dates to the editor by 15th of each month please 
 
 

BARFORD NEWS 
Copy deadline 15th of each month 

Editor:  Lucy Norman   
barfordnews@gmail.com  

 01869 337678 
Treasurer and adverts: Caroline Bird 

caroline.bird120@gmail.com 
 07500 672144 

 

MARCH 
2nd Village Night at The George 
4th Parish Council Meeting 
9th Garden Club AGM – 7pm 
11th WI Annual Bring & Share Supper 
15th Mother’s Day Lunch at The George  
21st Village Market 
28th Under 10’s Easter Competition Deadline 
 
 
APRIL 
25th Auction of Promises in the Village Hall 

mailto:vicar@deddingtonchurch.org
mailto:barfordchurches234@gmail.com
mailto:wardens@deddingtonchurch.org
mailto:Fr.clive.dytor@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:holytrinity.chippingnorton@raob.org
http://holytriniyrc-chippingnorton.com/
mailto:barfordnews@gmail.com
mailto:caroline.bird120@gmail.com

